
Castalia is a familiar sight to the 
residents of Tuscany-Canterbury. 
Built between 1928 and 1929, it was the 
home of Virgil Mores Hillyer, the first 
headmaster of Calvert School.  
He named Castalia after a nymph who 
was transformed by Apollo into a fountain 
at Delphi in northern Greece. Castalia 
inspired the genius of poetry in those who 
drank her waters, and Apollo consecrated 
Castalia to the Muses. Many may not 
know, however, how the Muses— 
literature, science, and art—inspired  
Virgil Hillyer during his fascinating life.

In 1899, Hillyer was hired as the head-
master of what would become the Calvert 
School. He was 24 years old. An 1897 

graduate of Harvard, he already loved fine 
arts, philosophy, and education. Travel 
soon called to him. In the summer of 
1899, he made the first of what would be 
many trips to Europe. 

In the summers of 1902, 1903, and 1904 
he traveled there with his wife. In 1906 
she died in childbirth. 

Devastated by her death, that summer he 
walked five hundred miles through Italy 
and the Swiss mountain passes to Paris. 
He met the woman who would become 
his second wife in 1924, while he was 
returning from seven weeks in London, 
Paris, Normandy, Brittany, and Munich. 
By the end of his life, Hillyer had made 
fifteen trips to Europe and had traveled 
more than 125,000 miles on the grand 
ocean liners of that era.

Hillyer was fascinated by the history of 
lighting and collected antique candle-
sticks. By 1912, he enlarged his collection 
to include lanterns and lamps. After his 
death, his estate donated to the Smith-
sonian Institution five hundred pieces 
of “one of the world’s most complete 
collections of lighting appliances,” includ-
ing primitive firesticks and early Roman 
lamps.

Hillyer was a prolific writer. His Child 
Training: A System of Education for the 
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TCna annual  
MeMBerSHip  
MeeTing
Tuesday, June 26, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Calvert Middle School Cafeteria
(Enter cafeteria from Tuscany Road; 
enter parking lot from Charles Street.)

AgendA
1.  Call to order
2.  opening remarks
3.  Treasurer’s report
4.  Committee reports
5.  old business:  
  Update on construction  

projects at Calvert School  
David Knipp, Calvert School 
board member

6.  new business:
     Election of Board of Directors
      (See page 3 for list of  
 nominees)
7.   Speaker:  

Jill Jonnes, Founder,  
Baltimore Tree Trust

 continued on page 3



if i were to choose a theme for this issue of the TCna newsletter, it would be the 
many improvements in our neighborhood. Consider just a few of them:

•	 	The	Friends	of	Stony	Run	(www.stonyrun.org),	in	cooperation	with	Blue	
Water Baltimore (www.bluewaterbaltimore.org ), sponsored a stream cleanup 
on April 14. 

•	 	The	City	has	reseeded	one	section	of	the	median	on	39th	street	in	front	of	the	
Hopkins	Deli.	The	other	section	will	be	seeded	in	the	fall.	

•	 	Construction	of	the	long	awaited	roundabout	at	39th	Street	and	Canterbury	
Road	is	scheduled	for	late	June.	The	purpose	of	the	roundabout	is	to	slow	 
traffic	between	Charles	Street	and	West	University	Parkway.	The	City	has	 
notified me that 39th Street will be closed to traffic for a short time dur-
ing construction. Our TCNA website will publish information about the 
construction as work progresses, and TCNA members will receive e-mail 
updates.

•	 	A	census	of	street	trees	in	Tuscany-Canterbury	has	attracted	a	number	of	
TCNA volunteers who signed up for a training session offered by the Roland 
Park Civic League. Additional volunteers are needed, so please contact me if 
you would like to participate. 

Calvert School’s construction projects will get under way in early June. An addition to 
the lower school is to be erected on the grassy plot adjacent to the lower school on Can-
terbury Road; an assembly hall will be added to the middle school. Before construction 
begins, TCNA’s liaison committee will meet with the project managers, a member of 
Calvert’s	board,	and	the	owner	of	the	company	doing	the	construction.	Their	aim	will	
be to agree on details associated with the projects. Information on rules governing 
construction (daily starting time, ending time, weekend hours, parking for workmen, 
etc.) will be posted on the TCNA website. Included will be both an e-mail address and 
a phone number for residents’ use, should problems arise. TCNA members will receive 
e-mail updates during the construction period: June 2012–September 2013. 

Last February members of TCNA’s board and the traffic committee began meeting 
with Johns Hopkins administrators and representatives of neighboring communities 
(Roland Park and Guilford) to discuss shared concerns about traffic safety affecting 
drivers, bikers, and pedestrians on West University Parkway between 40th and Charles 
Streets. JHU has engaged a traffic consultant to examine problems on roadways around 
the campus, and the firm’s report has enabled our ad hoc committee to begin identify-
ing critical problems and setting priorities for future consultation with the City. We 
appreciate the leadership shown by the university and look forward to continuing our 
work together.                           continued on page 3
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President’s ColumnTCna Board of direCTorS, 
2011-2012
Susan w. Talbott   |   president 
3908 n. charles st., 21218
410-889-3318 
Talbottsue@gmail.com 

andrew “a.j.” o’Brien   |   Vice president 
3920 cloverhill rd., 21218
410-235-6093 
ajobrien1937@verizon.net 

kate richardson   |   Secretary 
221 stony run Lane, apt. e-3, 21210 
443-438-3485 
katecrichardson@gmail.com 

Cartan kraft   |   Treasurer 
4208 Tuscany ct., 21210 
410-235-2906 
cbkraft@verizon.net 

william Bass   |   assistant Treasurer 
3933 cloverhill rd., 21218 
410-366-7775 
whbassjr@hotmail.com 

david Bedingfield 
4100 n. charles st., 21218 
410-235-4661 
w.davidbedingfield@verizon.net                                            

kenna forsyth 
3911 canterbury rd., 21218 
410-467-4891 
Kjforsyth@verizon.net 

ned lewison 
230 stony run Ln., apt. 4a, 21210 
410-366-1066 
neddana@verizon.net 

Michael Matunis  
3955 cloverhill road 
410-662-5770 
mmatunis@jhsph.edu

kevin Moore 
3801 canterbury rd., 21218 
The colonnade 
410-746-5611
Kevin@kmmoore.com 

deborah rose
4000 n. charles st.
410-366-0352
deborahrose7@aol.com

weBSiTe 
www.tuscanycanterbury.org



The	TCNA	Nominating	Committee	submits	the	following	slate	of	candidates	for	elec-
tion	to	the	Board	of	Directors.	These	(and	any	other	candidates	nominated	by	TCNA	
members in accordance with the Association bylaws) will be voted on by the members 
attending	the	annual	meeting	on	June	26.	The	complete	roster	of	nominated	officers	
and	other	board	members	is	included	here.	Those	whose	names	are	followed	by	an	
asterisk (*) are members of the current board.

President:	Susan	Talbott	(The	Warrington)*
Vice-President: A.J. O’Brien (Cloverhill Road)*
Treasurer: Bill Bass (Cloverhill Road)* 
Secretary: Kate Richardson (Tuscany-Lombardy Cooperative)*

David	Bedingfield	(The	Winthrop	House)*
Thomas	Forno	(The	Ridgemede/The	Ridgemede	Condominiums)
Kenna Forsyth (Canterbury Road)*
Elsie Grant Karweit (Canterbury Road)
Ned	Lewison	(The	Gardens	of	Guilford)*
Michael Matunis (Cloverhill Road)*
Gene O’Dunne (N. Charles Street)
Jean Van Buskirk (100 University Parkway)

Any member of the Association in good standing may nominate any other member to 
any of the positions filled by election, provided that the nominee has agreed to serve 
if elected. Nominations from the membership must be in writing and must reach the 
current president (Susan Talbott) at least fifteen days prior to the annual meeting. 
Nominations may not be made from the floor at that meeting. 

—a.j. o’Brien, Chair, 2012 nominating Committee
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The	new	TCNA	website	is	now	two	
months old. Already many members of the 
Association have used the online system 
to renew their membership. Renewing 
online saves hours of time volunteered by 
the membership committee and TCNA’s 
treasurer. when you receive a reminder 
to renew your membership, or when 
you invite a new neighbor or friend to 
join TCna, pleaSe do so by going to 
the website (www.tuscanycanterbury.
org). The	easy-to-use	system	is	responsible	
for a 10% increase in TCNA membership. 
Kudos to the both the website and mem-
bership committees! Contact membership 
committee chair David Bedingfield with 
questions: daglo2@verizon.net.
 
I look forward to seeing you at the TCNA 
annual meeting, Tuesday, June 26, at Cal-
vert School, (enter from Tuscany Road), 
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Please see the slate of 
candidates for election to the TCNA 
Board of Directors, along with the agenda 
for the meeting.        —Susan w. Talbott

Child under School Age, published in 1915, 
made him a much-sought-after education-
al speaker. A Child's History of the World, 
published in 1924, became a classic and is 
still part Calvert’s curriculum. A Child’s 
Geography of the World, Young People’s Story 
of Our Heritage, A Child’s History of Art, 
and many other texts became the founda-
tion of the Calvert School program.

Hillyer was also inspired to write on 
eclectic subjects such as the art of 
boomerang throwing, and in 1913 he 
published Common Trees: How to Know 
Them by Their Leaves, demonstrating his 
knowledge of botany. 

Finally, his love of nature was reflected in 
Castalia. He filled it with antique furni-
ture, but strangely, there was no library; 

instead, there was room for his lighting 
collection. Unfortunately, Hillyer lived in 
Castalia	for	only	a	short	time.	The	home	
was completed in 1929. Hillyer died at 
Union Memorial Hospital of acute ap-
pendicitis in 1931. 

—kate richardson 
Tuscany-lombardy Cooperative

President's Column 
(continued)

Virgil Mores Hillyer and His Muses (continued from page 1)
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JHU Cordish Lacrosse Center
with progress continuing on jHu’s new lacrosse cen-
ter, dedication of the building has been set for august. 
Completion of the center, at the east end of Homewood field, 
is	expected	in	2013.	This	14,000-square-foot	facility	will	
house both the men's and women's lacrosse programs, contain 
a 50-person theater, conference room, academic center, and 
training rooms. To track the project go to www.hopkinssports.
com/.

Homewood Field PA System
johns Hopkins officials have informed us of actions taken 
to deal with the spillover of sound from the Homewood 
field public address system into the surrounding neighbor-
hoods during stadium events. In February university person-
nel visited the homes of three neighborhood residents who had 
complained	about	noise	from	the	stadium.	Their	visits	were	
made during a men’s lacrosse game so that the JHU repre-
sentatives could hear for themselves what the neighbors were 
complaining about. Because complaints continue, a second visit 
will be made on May 5th.

Sound engineers hired by Hopkins visited Homewood Field 
twice in February to analyze the situation and make adjust-
ments	to	the	PA	system.	The	large	speakers	on	the	center	light	
poles have been adjusted to direct their output inward and 
downward in order to focus sound toward the playing field.

The	university	has	promised	to	continue	looking	for	ways	
further reduce off-campus volume from the Homewood Field 
sound system. TCNA, with support from Councilwoman 
Clarke, will continue to track this troublesome issue.

Other JHU Issues of Interest
•					JHU	is	continuing	to	analyze	the	housing	needs	of	its	

undergraduates relative to the amount and kind of housing 
available.

•				The	Johns	Hopkins	at	Keswick	campus	(adjacent	to	the	
Rotunda) continues to undergo internal and external renova-
tions intended principally to upgrade the layout of space, 
improve the parking garages and landscaping, and install 
controlled access features between the Rotunda and the Kes-
wick campus. Currently some 900 Johns Hopkins employees 
work	in	the	Keswick	facility.	Three	hundred	more	will	arrive	
in August, and in two more years the campus will accommo-
date 1,200 to 1,400 Hopkins personnel.

north Charles Street  
Reconstruction
with construction scheduled to begin this summer and 
to be completed in 2014, the City has developed maps 
to show the impact on travel for vehicles, pedestrians, 
bicycles, public transit, and parking. This	information	can	
be obtained online at www.charlesstreetreconstruction.com. 
On this website you will find contact points for construction 
and project information, as well as information about alternate 
modes of travel. Be safe and stay informed about this major 
project.

greater Roland Park Master Plan
This enterprise continues to move forward with scheduling 
confirmed for major street and environmental aspects.  
Of particular interest to Tuscany-Canterbury is the planned tree 
canopy survey. A number of T-C residents have volunteered to 
help document the existing condition of street trees in our neigh-
borhood. For complete information on all master plan activities 
and schedules, go to www.rolandpark.org. 

In and around the neighborhood
by david Bedingfield
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after a.j. o’Brien—TC resident, mathematician, and envi-
ronmentalist—received an energy assessment (a.k.a. energy 
audit), he learned that a large amount of air was leaking in 
and out of his house. O’Brien had previously taken measures to 
reduce energy consumption, but air leakage, he says, is the “big-
gest culprit” of high utility bills. He invested in a comprehensive 
retrofit to seal up the air leaks in his attic, basement, and other 
parts of his house (small cracks that can add up to the equivalent 
of leaving a window open year round). 

As citizens of Tuscany-Canterbury, we care about our historic 
homes and also know that they certainly weren’t built with en-
ergy efficiency in mind. Neighbors have been attending regularly 
scheduled energy meetings to find out how to lower their utility 
bills by 20-40% and improve the overall comfort, health, and 
safety of their homes through an energy retrofit. As of 2012, 
BGE is offering rebates that cover 50% of the cost of any recom-
mended energy improvements, and it has reduced the price of 
an energy assessment by 80%. retrofit Baltimore, a nonprofit 
organization, serves as a resource for the community and 
advocates for homeowners, providing science-based infor-
mation and support through each step of the energy retrofit 
process. At the same time, Retrofit Baltimore ensures that your 
investments in energy efficiency create family-sustaining jobs for 
underserved Baltimore residents.  

Community Energy Meetings are held each month and will be 
hosted by Tuscany-Canterbury resident David Karpay. Please 
check www.retrofitbaltimore.org often for meeting dates and 
locations. Strengthening communities, saving the environment, 
and saving you money—attend a meeting to find out why a  
retrofit is a Win-Win-Win!

Win-Win-Win

Traffic alerts: Johns Hopkins will hold commencement 
ceremonies	Thursday	morning,	May	24,	on	Homewood	
Field. Calvert School’s graduation will be on Wednesday and 
Thursday,	June	6	and	7.	Some	traffic	congestion	would	be	
expected in connection with both events. 

first friday happy hours will continue through the summer 
and into fall on June 1, July 6, August 4, Sept 1, and October 
6.	The	monthly	neighborhood	gatherings	are	in	the	Alizée	
bistro and wine bar at the Colonnade Inn, from 5 to 6:30 p.m.

Hazardous waste drop-off dates are on the TCNA web-
site, www.tuscanycanterbury.org. Materials that may be 
dropped off are listed on the website, as are those that will not 
be accepted at the Sisson Street facility.

TCna’s annual family picnic has been scheduled for 
September 15 (rain date is the 16th) on the Calvert School 
athletic field. Information will be distributed after Labor Day. 
Volunteers to help with arrangements are needed.

photos of our neighborhood are always welcome. If you 
have taken pictures in Tuscany-Canterbury that you would 
like to share, please bring them for display at TCNA’s general 
membership meeting on June 26.

let the lawn go brown during dry spells. Consumer 
Reports offers this advice to homeowners: most lawn grasses 
can easily survive a month without water. But don’t make the 
mistake of giving your lawn frequent light waterings during 
protracted dry spells, since these encourage shallow root systems. 

news & notes by a.j. o’Brien



a johns Hopkins university consultant has recommended 
pedestrian and bicycle safety improvements along San 
Martin drive and along university parkway from linkwood 
road to St. paul Street. The	improvements	will	slow	auto	traf-
fic, designate safe areas for bicycling and walking, and make it 
safer for people to cross at intersections. TCNA will join with 
neighboring community associations and JHU in advocating to 
the City for the proposed changes once they have been thor-
oughly reviewed.

The	plan	for	the	roundabout	at	39th	Street	and	Canterbury	Road	
is moving along. TCNA is meeting with Baltimore City officials 
to review details, and construction is expected this summer. 

Board member David Bedingfield has been working hard to  
improve the 39th Street median from Canterbury Road to 
University	Parkway.	The	City	has	reseeded	the	grass	and	has	
installed a decorative “iron” fence (steel with patina) down the 
center to keep pedestrians off the grass. Existing pedestrian 
paths will be retained. 

—jackie MacMillan, Chair  
Traffic and parking Committee

Tuscany-canTerbury neigHBorHood aSSoCiaTion  / Spring 2012

6

Traffic and Parking  
Committee Report

1.  i forgot my password, what now?

No problem. Don’t give up. When you are on the website, 
the login link is in the upper righthand corner of the page. 
When you click on it, you will see the login page. Right be-
low the login button is a link called “Forgot Your Password?” 
Click on this link and it will ask you to enter your e-mail 
address. Your username and password will be e-mailed to 
you shortly (give it a few minutes). If you keep forgetting 
your password because it is not memorable, log in and go to 
the “Member Center,” where you can see your profile and 
change your password to something more memorable.  
If all else fails, see item 3 below.

2.  what is a liSTSerV and do we have one?

LISTSERV is a really cool way for members to communi-
cate directly with one another. It allows members to send 
an e-mail to a single address and have it received by all 
subscribers to the LISTSERV. For example, if you lost your 
cat, you could send a message to the LISTSERV and all the 
subscribers	would	get	it.	The	web	team	believes	that	this	will	
be a valuable service for paid TCNA members, and it will 
launch in late May. 

3.   whom do i call if i get stuck?

David Bedingfield: (410) 235-4661 
Kevin Moore: (410) 746-5611

TCnA Web Tips



imagine Baltimore with hundreds  
of thousands of additional trees . . .  
shading its streets, parks, and private land-
scapes: twice as many oaks, maples, lindens, 
and plane trees to cool the city, clean our air, 
promote citizens’ well-being, increase the value 
of our homes and apartments, beautify our 
City—and filter storm water before it reaches the 
Chesapeake Bay.

we could be a city transformed. Come to the 
TCna annual meeting on june 26 and see how 
you can help make this happen.
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Spring Morning  
(Canterbury Road)
The high-rises still sleep,
sparked slightly with gold squares,
tall hives of dreams. 
The unstoppable red ball,
dimmed with rain, edges above
the temple, shoulders aside
the night and wraps itself again
in mist like a bather
stepping up onto the sky beach
of May.

—Marianna Busching

Property Sales in Tuscany-Canterbury

address list price Sold price 

310 Ridgemede Road #2  $159,500  $147,500 

3801 Canterbury Road #506  $195,000  $192,500  

221 Stony Run Lane #I-2  $189,500  $170,000  

221 Stony Run Lane #K-1  $149,900  $138,500  

3801 Canterbury Road #709  $300,000  $285,000  

221 Ridgemede Road #207  $85,000  $85,000 

3916 Cloverhill Road  $359,000  Settles 5/14/12  

3903 Canterbury Road  $323,000  Settles 6/25/12  
 
Note:	This	data	represents	real	estate	activity	from	May	1,	2011,	
through April 1, 2012, in the Tuscany-Canterbury neighborhood. 
The	information	is	deemed	reliable	but	is	not	guaranteed.	

Source:	This	information	is	gathered	from	the	Metropolitan	
Regional Information Systems, Inc., and is provided courtesy of 
Karin R. Batterton, GRI, CRS Realtor Coldwell Banker Residen-
tial Brokerage, Village of Cross Keys. Kbatterton@cbmove.com, 
or (410) 218-2566.

Softball, Anyone?

Join your neighbors for Greater Homewood Community Corpo-
ration’s 2nd annual day to play Softball Tournament on Satur-
day, June 16, from 2 till 7 p.m. at Bryn Mawr at Mt. Washington 
(5602	Cottonworth	Avenue).	This	event	includes	all-day	softball	
games, a beanbag toss tournament, hot dogs, burgers, cotton 
candy, popcorn, music, and children’s activities. All funds raised 
will support the work of Greater Homewood Community Cor-
poration and the neighborhoods of north central Baltimore. Visit 
www.greaterhomewood.org for information on team registration 
and tickets.
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CalVerT liaiSon

Sue Talbott, Charles St. • Chair • talbottsue@gmail.com
Anne Perkins, Tuscany Rd. • Vice-Chair
Howard Casey (Gardens of Guilford), Ralph Kurtz  
(Canterbury Rd.), Ferd Latrobe (Canterbury Rd.),  
Arna Margolis (Tuscany-Lombardy Community Corp.),  
Joe McGraw (Calvert School), Liz Nilson (Canterbury Rd.)

gardening

Kenna Forsyth • Chair • kjforsyth@verizon.net
Lisa Akchin, Ann Finkbeiner, Jack Goellner, Tom Greene, 
Marie-Camille Havard, Meg Hyman, Barbara Lamb, Mary 
Matheny, Jo-Ann Orlinsky, Tracey Roberts, Ellen Silbergeld, 
Shreve Simpson, Susan Talbott, Kristen Whitney 

inTerneT and weB page 

Kevin Moore • Chair • kevin@kmmoore.com 
David Bedingfield, Brian Nelson, Andy Parsley

MeMBerSHip 

David Bedingfield • Chair • w.davidbedingfield@verizon.net
Carol Doctrow, Janet Hurd, Ned Lewison, Hannah Mazo,  
Kate Richardson, Deborah Rose

newSleTTer

Kenna Forsyth • Chair • kjforsyth@verizon.net
David Bedingfield, Ann Bond, Marianna Busching, Anna 
Clarkson, Julia Evins, Jack Goellner, Barbara Lamb, A.J. 
O’Brien, Kate Richardson, Susan Talbott

TraffiC and parking 

Jackie MacMillan • Chair • Gormac@qis.net
Karin Batterton, Bernie Guyer, Michael Klena, Ned Lewison,  
Irena Makarushka, Arna Margolis, Michael Matunis,  
A.J. O’Brien, Anne Perkins, Lili Rehak, Tina Trapane,  
Stan Whiting

PLeASe JOIn THe TUSCAny-CAnTeRBURy  
neIgHBORHOOd ASSOCIATIOn 
 
All residents, businesses, and institutions within the neighborhood are eligible for membership in the Tuscany-
Canterbury Neighborhood Association. To join by mail, simply fill out the form below and mail it with your dues 
payment. To join and pay online, please go to www.tuscanycanterbury.org. All members are entitled to receive e-mail 
alerts from the TCNA Board. If you are applying for a family membership and a second person in your family wants to 
get e-mail alerts, please also use the “second name” line. Businesses and institutions should indicate their corporation 
name on the last line and use the first “name” line for a personal contact name and e-mail address.

Name      E-mail      

Second Name     E-mail     

Address      Telephone     

Business/Institution	Name       

i would like to receive updates from TCna by e-mail:     Yes      No     

annual dues:    $20 Individual        $30 Family        $55	Business/Institution	  
Make checks payable to “TCNA” and mail to: P.O. Box 26223 Baltimore, MD 21210

TCnA Committees Provide Opportunities to Serve Our Community
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i’d like to volunteer for: 
 Newsletter Committee                                              
  Gardening Committee               
 Traffic & Parking Committee                                        
  Internet & Web Page  

Committee                            
 Membership Committee 

�ank you �  
your support�!


